Television, p,2

especially the middle and lower class-igeighborhoods, They need to see

the many beautification options available to all neighborhoods,

and how other children act to improve their communities, even if it's only
mending a sidewalk, building a garden, or planting some flowers,

And not only impoove one's community, but also be of service to others,

We need to celebrate more often on T.V., all the great constructive

work being done out there by other children, so that hopefully those

not involved yet will begin to start looking at their neighborhoods with
different ideas in mind,

What's more, there's the health format, the ounce of prevention
approach to good television, We need to start emphasizing on T.V,
much more about health, in all its aspects, Emphasizing healthy habits
on T,V, can help promote health itslef: hygiene, diet, safety, And is
there any better way for keeping health costs down than by empowering
more folks, especially young folks, with habits of good health?

Television can help transform our relatively sterile educational
institutions by showing schoeols' participation in the above mentioned
kinds of activities, In fact the puch needed improvement of our schools
should be THE most important social cause within the human community,

As we all know education is the ONLY way real improvement takes place,
In that tremendously important cause television not only can, but should,
play a much more significant role, The best source book I know of

for educational improvement is John Dewey‘'s "“Schools of Tomorrow,”
It's full of the kinds of social and personal examples I've mentioned
here, The more T.V. highlights those kinds of behaviors, the more
aware childfen will become of options for improving their lives, And
the more ideas they have the better the chances for acting on some of
those ideas, No doubt television will becrome most worthy of being
watched when the formats T*'ve mentioned become its substance, rather
than its incidental occurence,

At any rate, thank you so much for your time and attention to
these ideas, I'm convinced the more they're implimented the s tronger
our society becomes, The only thing we can improve is the present, and
more of our children need desperately to se¢e on T,V,--the greatest
educational tool ever invented--how that can be accomplished,

Cordially,

. o
<
p

Eddie Krall
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March 10, 1993 | IV RHDERAL g

Federal Commerce Commission
ATTN: Mass Media Bureau
1919 M Street N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir/Madam:

I am a member of the South Florida Preschool PTA and for the
last two months our group, with the support of the Dade
County PTA, has been monitoring the amount and gquality of
children s television aired on public airwave (as opposed to
cable) stations in Miami in connection with the Children’s
Television Monitoring Act of 1990.

We have been appalled by our discovery that less than 1% of
each of the four (4) station’s total broadcast time is
devoted to children’s broadcasting and even more greatly

distressed by the fact that less than 25X of that 1X¥ is
educational or infaormational children’s programming. (Note,

the PBS station was not monitored as we felt the quality and

quantity of educational children’s television exista there
without gquestion.)

According to an article in The Miami Herald on March 7,
1993, the FCC has recently denied station license renewals
for lack of children"s educational television. Our group
commends your actions and sincerely urges that the 1990 law
be reviewed at the earliest possible date and be made more
stringent and specific as to the amounts of
educational/informational children’s television programming
stations are required to air. The law, as it presently
stands, is too vague as to its addressing of this issue.

Further, we suggest that guidelines as to what constitutes
educational/informational children’s television programming
be established in order that shows like "Leave It to Beaver"
cannot be construed by stations as being educational
television.

Your promptest attention to any actions that result in more
children’s educational/informational programming is urged
and appreciated by myself, our group and parents nationwide.
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‘ Television Monitoring Act of 1990.

\

\

\

I

|

I

I

I

I

|

|

I

I

|

|

\

\

We have been appalled by our discovery that less than 1% of
sach of the four (4) station’s total broadcast time is
devoted to children’s broadcasting and even more greatly

distressed by the fact that lesa than 25X of that 1X is
: (Note,

aeducational or informational children’as programming
the PBS station was not monitored as we felt the quality and
quantity of educational children’s television exists there -
without question.)

According to an article in The Miami Herald on March 7,
1993, the FCC has recently denied station license renewals
for lack of children‘s educational television. Our group
commends your actions and sincerely urges that the 1990 law
be reviewed at the earliest possible date and be made more
f stringent and speclific as to the amounts of
3 educational/informational children s television programming
i stations are required to air. The law, as it presently
atands, is too vague as to its addressing of this issue.

| Further, we suggest that guidelines as to what constitutes
educational/informational children’s television programming
be established in order that shows like "Leave It to Beaver"”
cannot be construed by stations as being educational
television.

Your promptest attention to any actions that result in more
children’s educational/informational programming is urged
and appreciated by myself, our group and parents nationwide.

Very truly yours,
S L
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